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not only persecution and oppression by their landlords but the addi-
tional affliction of national humiliation, robbery, pillage, requisi-
tions and endless imposts levied by the Trench invaders.

The war against Napoleon instantly assumed the character of
a people's war. "This is not an ordinary war but a people's war,"
wrote Bagration. The population hunted out French scouts and spies,
they refused to furnish supplies for the invading army, and, when the
Trench approached, set fire to their homes and corn and went into
the forests to wage guerilla warfare. The regular troops displayed won-
derful feats of heroism. A Bashkir division, Kalmuck soldiers, Tatars
and men of other nationalities fought bravely side by side with the
Bussians, Ukrainians and Byelorussians.

The people's war in Russia, which inflicted heavy losses on Napo-
leon's army, incensed the conqueror, who had never met that kind
of opposition anywhere in Europe. On September 23,.1812, he sent
a protest to the Russian command against the "barbaric arxd unusual"
methods of warfare and proposed "cessation'' of the war by the people.